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The Eastern District              Lutheran Women in Mission 

LWML      
Greetings to my Sisters and Brothers in 
Christ, 
 
It’s hard to believe that it is almost a year since 
I was elected President. It has been an uplifting 
and rewarding year.  
 
 I introduced the Sail – Sisters Acting in Love 
initiative for the next 4 years shortly after my 
election. How have you been SAILing 
your boat? Have you reached out to the 
lady in the pew, supported mission oppor-
tunities, prayed with a friend when they 

needed you to be there? How about the cake you made for the neighbor when she moved into her new 
home? Did you invite new people to join the LWML meetings? Are you ready to take on an office that 
needs to be filled even if you have never done that before?  It takes a lot of love and prayer to step out in 
LOVE with others. 
 

I have been SAILing this year through many opportunities that came my way. 
 

I brought greetings to 3 zones.   In the fall 2007, I spoke at the Niagara and Genesee Zone. In May, I 
traveled to Pittsburgh for the day to bring greetings to the Pittsburgh Zone. I was able to talk to some of 
the Cabot ladies. They were very grateful for the gift the Eastern District sent for Christmas. They have 
received many gifts to help them move on after the fire. Henrietta Maurhof talked about the new clothes 
she was able to buy. She had lost everything and misses the pictures the most. Eleanor Schwalm lost 
some of her belongings and has been able to replace them. She shared a story about an Eastern District 
banner, which was made for a national LWML convention. It was hanging on the door of her apartment 
and was spared from the fire. The firemen saw it hanging, singed but not burned as they looked down the 
hallway. 
 

I attended a funeral for Elaine Grotke, long time LWML member and a special friend of mine. She was 
one of the many mentors that I have had along the way. Condolences were sent through Waneta 
Lingenfelter at Ruth Holquist’s funeral. Ruth served as President of the Eastern District 1986 – 1990. 
 

Prayer requests were sent to the Board of Directors to inform them of the need as I was made aware of 
them. This is one of the ways all of you can make a difference in someone’s life when they ask you to 
pray for them. 
 

I look forward to doing more SAILing in the coming years. Please join me on the cruise, you won’t regret 
it. 
 

The LWML convention in Sioux Falls, South Dakota is a few weeks away. There will be many opportuni-
ties to share my cruise with others. I will share them in the next LINK article. 
 

You are blessing sent from Heaven above, a huggable reminder of God’s unfailing love. 
‘God is Love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in Him’? 1 John 4:16 
 

In His Service,  
Darlene Byrns 

President, Eastern District LWML 
 

 
 
“I can do anything through Him who strengthens me” Phil. 4:13      I can do anything through Him who strengthens me” Phil. 4:13      I can do anything through Him who strengthens me” Phil. 4:13      I can do anything through Him who strengthens me” Phil. 4:13        
 

Sail into the Future 
   SSSSisters AAAActing IIIIn LLLLove 
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I am looking forward to going to the national LWML convention this summer in Sioux Falls, South 

Dakota. My wife and I figured how  to include the convention into visits to family in the Midwest.  

It will be good to gather with women from around the country around the theme of ROCK, Resting on 

Christ the King. I also anticipate some discussion with other counselors that have traveled to the con-

vention because I still feel a little out of place as a man in an organization of women. I don’t view my 

role as one of overseer. When joining together with so many women in mission for Christ, I find myself 

with an opportunity to discover the various gifts that the Holy Spirit has blessed different people with. 

We are one body, with many members, and Christ as our head. But still I wonder what is my role in 

this body of Christ and especially as counselor to the Eastern District of the LWML? 

The question of my role in the LWML, in a formal manner, was answered by a description of responsibilities handed 

to me at the last board meeting. But I also know that my placement into the position of junior counselor has informal responsi-

bilities that I will not find answered on a piece of paper or through introspection. I must look outside of myself to God’s Word. I 

must seek out the counsel of others. I must listen to the words of encouragement that another may give to me and look to the 

examples of others.  

Recently when talking to a woman about her vocation, she really wondered what God had in mind for her. I sug-

gested it would be nice if I could just hold her hand and see everything and tell her all that God has planned for her. But truth-

fully the discernment of God’s purpose for our lives will not be determined by a palm reading or something like a horoscope. 

We have been invited to trust in God’s Word. We have gifts and responsibilities at home, church, and society. We are not all 

the same but to all of us the Spirit has given gifts to serve Him and our neighbor. 

Sometimes though we see a need and try to fit our round plug into that square hole. For a little while we are able to 

contribute, but after some time the wear and tear of the poor fit leads towards exhaustion. Instead of identifying the poor fit, 

we sometimes seek to blame others or become over critical of ourselves because things did not go well. 

I encourage you to remember daily that you are a child of God. Not everyday will you know how God is using you, but 

trust that every day God will use you. 

 

    
COUNSELOR’S 
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O 
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The Board of Directors approved the following Nominating Committee at 
their meeting March 9-10. 
 Rebecca Bessell, Committee Chair (Genesee Zone)  
 rlb54@rochester.rr.com  
 Susan Bell (Philadelphia Zone)  susanbell557@comcast.net 
 Bev Wicher (Buffalo Zone) Bevajw@roadrunner.com 
Nominations are being sought for candidates for the following offices: 
 Vice President of Communications;  
 Recording Secretary,  
 Financial Secretary  
 Counselor. 
The term of office will begin June 2008 and run for four years. 
 

Any society member  or society may submit a nomination to the Nominat-
ing Committee.  Nomination and Consent Forms and the descriptions of 
the duties of office may be obtained from Rebecca Bessell, committee 
chair, who can be reached at 7048 Benedict Beach Rd., Hamlin, NY 14464 
(585 964-7844 OR via e-mail (see above) or from any of the committee 
members.  Nominations must be in by October 15, 2007. 

Ruth Holquist, Eastern District President from 
1986-1990, received her Crown of Glory on Sat-
urday, May 19, in Titusville, PA,  Area Hospital 
following an extended illness. She is survived by 
her husband John, a daughter Karen Holquist 
and a son Ken, Cheryl and grandson Nathan.  
Cards can be sent to John and Karen at:  

949 Holiday Run Road 
 Oil City, PA 

 

Elaine Grotke, former Eastern District Treasurer 
and Secretary to President, received her crown 
of Glory on March 19, 2007 in East Aurora, NY. 
She is survived by her daughters, Diane Eismann 
and Nancy Putzman and son Richard Grotke. 
Cards can be sent to: 

Richard Grotke 
11 Esther Drive 

East Aurora, NY 14052  

In Memoriam 
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GRANT #2 PAID 
$5,000 has been paid to Pioneer Camp & 
Retreat Center as seed money for their 
Papyrus Respite Ministry program  This 
was Grant #2 approved at the 2006 East-
ern District Convention for the 2006-2008 
biennium.  Your generous Mite donations 

have made it possible to pay this grant. The next two grants 
need to be paid at the same time since there was a tie vote 
for these grants. We will have to wait until we have re-
ceived $9,000  Please continue to give generously to Mites 
so we will be able to fund all our grants in this biennium.   
 

WANTED:  MISSION GRANT PROPOSALS 
Individual LWML members, societies or zones are encour-
aged to submit mission grant proposals for consideration at 
the June 2008 Eastern District convention to be held in 
Rochester, NY, June 6-8, 2008.  Forms are available from 
zone presidents or by contacting Mission Grants Chairman: 
 Jacqueline Blank 
 6830 E Bethany-LeRoy Rd. 
 Stafford, NY 14143 
 (585) 768-6114 
 jblank@flmtgif.org 
Deadline for submission of the pro-
posals will be October 15, 2007. 
     We encourage all to submit proposals.  Contact your 
Pastor or other groups within your church with a mission 
focus for what they are planning that might benefit from a 
Mission Grant.  We look for proposals from within our Dis-
trict first, so be searching for those ideas; there is much 
mission work going on throughout our District that we can 
help support.  Helpful information on finding appropriate 
projects for support from Mite box offerings is included with 
the application form.   
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Mission Grants 

Eastern District LWML 
2006-2008 Mission Grants 

 
*Grants 3 and 4 will be funded at the same time because they 

    --- Mission 
Grant Goal 

Supplies for "God With 
Us" senior lunches, 
Immanuel Women's 

Society, Braddock, PA 
 
$3,800 

 
$22,800 

Fund "Healing and 
Hope" that serves chil-

drens and families in the 
community, Burgundy, 

LA 
 

$5,000 

 

*$19,000 

Purchase food for daily 
noon meal to 125 Lu-

theran School Children 
in Haiti, Trinity/HOPE, 

Gallatin, TN 
 

$4,000 

 

* 

Seed money for Papyrus 
Respite Minitry Program, 

Pioneer Camp and 
Retreat Center, Eden, 

NY 
 

$5,000 

 

$10,000 

Kyrgystan Mentoring 
Church Leadership, 
which trains pastoral 

candidates, LCMS World 
Mission, St. Louis, MO 

 

$5,000 

 

$5,000 PAID 

 
FROM THE PHILADELPHIA ZONE 

 

On April 28th, Hope Lutheran Church in Levittown, PA hosted a 
Spring Rally for the Philadelphia Zone LWML.  Chair Donna Sina-
cori and her Committee did a wonderful job and there were over 
50 LWML’ers in attendance.  The Rev. William Carney, Pastor of 
Hope Lutheran, led the Opening Devotional with Word and 
songs, followed by a Bible study by The Rev. Charles St. Onge, 
Zone Pastoral Counselor.  A delicious lunch was followed by a 
very interesting talk and power point presentation given by Kristi 
Boettcher, a member of Christ Memorial Lutheran Church in Mal-
vern, PA.  In the fall of 2005 and again 2006, Kristi, a registered 
nurse, traveled to India and Sri Lanka to minister to those in 
need, especially those in the areas ravaged by the tsunami in Sri 
Lanka.   
 

In other news, our zone delegate at the National LWML Conven-
tion this summer will be Elnora Elwood, of St. Phillip’s Lutheran 
Church in Philadelphia, PA. We pray for safe travel for her and 
the delegates attending.   Our Fall LWML Rally will be co-joined 
with our English District Sisters In Christ on October 13, 2007 
with the society from St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Ridley Park, 
PA, hosting.   All are welcomed to attend.  
 

FROM THE ANTHRACITE ZONE 
 
 
On Saturday May 5, 
2007 the Anthracite 
Zone held its annual 
Spring Workshop at 
The Lutheran Church of 
Our Savior, Mt. Pocono 
from 9:30 AM to 2:30 
PM.  The theme of the 
Workshop, "Blessed 
Are the Peacemakers" 
was based on:  

     Matthew 5:9   "Blessed sons of God"   
     James 3:18   "Sew harvest of righteousness 
     1 Corinthians 10:31  "All for the glory of God" 
     Matthew 5:7   "Remove plank from your own eye 
     Galatians 6:1  "Restore gently, watch for sin 
     Matthew 5:24 "Reconcile the offer your gift" 
The workshop was led by Jean Schultz of Family of Christ Lu-
theran Church, Bloomsburg, PA and Rev. Erickson of St. Peter's 
Lutheran Church of Wilkes-Barre, PA.  The Workshop was at-
tended by 49 women representing 8 of the 11 churches in the 
Anthracite Zone.  We learned about the slippery slope of conflict, 
escape responses, attack responses, the Gospel-the Key to 
Peace and Peacemaking responses.  We learned that there are 
biblical ways to settle differences in all aspects of our lives, work, 
home and church.  Knowing the responsibility to serve as peace-
maker---An ambassador of reconciliation 

    

The mission of the Eastern District Lutheran Women’s Mission-The mission of the Eastern District Lutheran Women’s Mission-The mission of the Eastern District Lutheran Women’s Mission-The mission of the Eastern District Lutheran Women’s Mission-
ary League is to assist each woman of the district in affirming her ary League is to assist each woman of the district in affirming her ary League is to assist each woman of the district in affirming her ary League is to assist each woman of the district in affirming her 
relationship with the Triune God so that she is enabled to use her relationship with the Triune God so that she is enabled to use her relationship with the Triune God so that she is enabled to use her relationship with the Triune God so that she is enabled to use her 

gifts in ministry to the people of the worldgifts in ministry to the people of the worldgifts in ministry to the people of the worldgifts in ministry to the people of the world  
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MORE ZONE NEWS: 
 
GENESEE ZONE 
A thank you was recently received from Monroe Community Hospital to the Living Circle LWML at Concordia Lutheran 
Church in Brockport, NY for the 700 birthday cards with scripture which were sent for the residents of the hospital.  The 
residents really appreciate the cards and for some it is the only card they ever receive.   
 
An article appeared recently in the Rochester Democrat and Chronicle highlighting the work of the ladies of Concordia Lu-
theran Church in Brockport who made 26 quilts for an orphanage in Haiti.  The ladies meet each Monday and call their 
quilts “Care Quilts”.  Thy have also donated quilts to—among other organizations—The Arc of Or-
leans County the Orleans County Social Services in New Orleans.  They have made 67 quilts since 
they started and still continue doing so, “Serving their Lord With Gladness”.  

 

2008200820082008    EASTERN DISTRICT LWML CONVENTIONEASTERN DISTRICT LWML CONVENTIONEASTERN DISTRICT LWML CONVENTIONEASTERN DISTRICT LWML CONVENTION    
MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW!!MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW!!MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW!!MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW!!    

                                      JUNE 6-8, 2008 
 

  RIT Inn and Conference Center 
  Rochester, NY  

 
 
 

 
 

 
Linked Together In ChristLinked Together In ChristLinked Together In ChristLinked Together In Christ    
               Ephesians 4:16 

From Him. . .the whole body grows and builds itself up in love as each part does its work 
 

Plans are underway for the upcoming 32nd Biennial Eastern District LWML Convention to be held on June 6-8, 2008 at the 
RIT Inn and Conference Center, Rochester, New York.  Together the Genesee and Central New York North Zones will host 
the convention with the theme “Linked Together in Christ” based on Ephesians 4:16. “From Him….the whole body grows 
and builds itself up in love as each part does its work.”  The Steering committee consists of Chair-Rebecca Bessell, Co-
chair-Karen Devan, Secretary-Donna Coleman, Treasurer-Jean Leverenz, Counselor-Rev. Brian Smith and District Liaison-

Bar b Williams. 
 

 
 

It is not to early to start working 
on your zone banners around this 

theme.  
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Barb Williams, Karen Devan,  
Rebecca Bessell, Rev. Brian Smith 

Jean Leverenz, Rebecca Bessell, Karen 
Devan, Rev. Smith, Donna Coleman 

CONVENTI
ON    MARK YOUR 

MARK YOUR 

MARK YOUR 

MARK YOUR     

CALENDAR  NOW!!!!

CALENDAR  NOW!!!!

CALENDAR  NOW!!!!

CALENDAR  NOW!!!!    
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Jan Struck from Appleton, Wisconsin, has been invited to share her humorous insight at the Fall Women’s Retreat to be 
held September 21-23, 2007 at Pioneer Camp and Retreat Center, Angola, NY.  Those who have heard Jan at recent Na-
tional Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) events are enthusiastic about her coming to Pioneer.  We thank the 
Lutheran Church Extension Fund for providing funds to help with the transportation and honorarium expenses for this dy-
namic speaker. 
 

“The Lord Celebrates YOU”   is the chosen theme and the verse supporting Jan’s three presentations is  from Zephaniah 
3:17 (NIV): “The Lord your God is with you. He is mighty to save.  He will take great delight in you.  He will quiet you with 
His love.  He will rejoice over you with singing.” 
 

Niagara LWML Zone is hosting the retreat and several members are busy working on arrangements so it will be an espe-
cially memorable one.   Attendees will be encouraged to donate “mites” toward the current Eastern District LWML grants in 
lieu of a “Gifts from the Heart” ingathering.  Those attending are also asked to bring a snack to share for Friday and Satur-
day evening refreshments.  Any unopened snacks will be given to a local food pantry. 
 

Saturday afternoon optional interest sessions will include one entitled “Tea at Three with Thee” and will offer those attend-
ing a time for tea and cookies along with a devotion and other activities.   Another option will allow for a private time of 
meditation with devotional material prepared by Pastor Evan Gaertner, ED LWML Counselor.  There will also be entertain-
ment on Saturday evening for everyone’s enjoyment. 
 

Special note to Society Presidents – please spread news about the Retreat in your church bulletin/newsletter and 
copy the registration form found elsewhere in the LINK so you can have it available for those interested in attend-
ing.  We’re counting on you to publicize this event which is open to all women. 
 
HUMOROUS JAN STRUCK WILL BE RETREAT SPEAKER 

Jan Struck’s earliest memories revolve around her church home in Indianapolis, Indiana where she ex-
perienced her elementary education in a two-room, Lutheran school.  Her strong, Christian background 
led her to Valparaiso University where she received her theater degree. 
 

Jan’s “Life Story” has included the blessing of mothering three children, teaching school, working in secre-
tarial and administrative job positions, and experiencing single parenthood after divorce.  Her most recent 
“surprises”, from a loving and delightful Creator, have brought the joy of a second marriage and a com-
bined family that totals six grown children, their spouses, eleven grandchildren, and one great-grandchild. 
She is delighted to have been given a lifetime of bizarre experiences and an ability to see humor and 
irony in her journey.   
 

With over 35 years of experience in teaching, motivating, and entertaining her audiences, Jan brings a fresh approach to 
the journey of faith and uses her sense of humor as she shares with fellow travelers and leaves them laughing. 
 

After working for several years as a trainer/consultant in the field of healthcare technology, Jan has recently chosen to 
serve the Lord in full-time ministry as a popular speaker leading Bible studies, workshops, and women’s retreats, Jan's trust 
and faith in Christ is her reason to make a "joyful noise unto God"!! 

 
 

 
 

LADIES – CIRCLE YOUR CALENDAR NOW 

 PLAN TO ATTEND THE FALL WOMEN’S RETREAT 

  SEPTEMBER 21-23, 2007 AT PIONEER CAMP 
 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS SEPTEMBER 1, 2007—DON’T DELAY REGISTER EARLY 
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*Note: A deposit of $20.00 will hold your place. All requests served on a first-come, first-served basis. Any balance 
due must be paid or postmarked by September 1, 2007 or a late fee will be charged. (late fee: $15.00 for full-time 
registration; $5.00 for part-time) 

2007 LWML Fall Retreat 
Pioneer Camp and Retreat Center, Inc. 

REGISTRATION FORM 

“The Lord Celebrates YOU”  
Jan Struck, Speaker 

September 21-23, 2007 
Name                

Address _____________________________________________________ City____________________________________ 

State _____________________Zip Code __________________ Phone ___________________________________________ 

E-mail           (For Registration Committee Use) 

Home Church _______________________________________ Eastern District LWML Zone _________________________ 

REGISTRATION RATES:   
 Full-time- includes registration, 2 nights lodging, 6 meals and linens      $124.00      

 Part-time – 1 night’s lodging at $34.50   Circle one:  Friday Saturday  $ 34.50    
 Registration Fee…………………………………………………………   # days ______x $4.00=      
 Day use fee not staying overnight               # days ______x  $5.00=   
 Meals required (part time only):    Friday Dinner  $ 10.00    
 

           Fri Registration   3:00 pm  Saturday Breakfast $   6.00    
           Fri. Dinner           6:00 pm  Saturday Lunch  $   8.50    
           Fri Program         7:00 pm  Saturday Dinner  $ 10.00    
           Sat. Registration  8:30 am  Sunday Breakfast  $   6.00    
           Sat Program         9:00 am  Sunday Lunch  $   8.50     
 

 Special housing preference (see below)   Add: additional amount  $   
        TOTAL TO BE PAID  $   
        Payment enclosed*  $   
        Balance due, if any  $_____________  
 
 
 
 
 
HOUSING PREFERENCE:  (All cabins have shower facilities) 
   Non-Refurbished Cabins      
 _____Schroeter Circle 1-8 (each cabin – 20 bunks, shower)   
 _____Founders Court (Cabins 17-28)  (2 twin beds, 2 occupants required)  
 _____Family Court P, Q, R, S (2 bunks) T (2 bunks, 1 single) (Cabin T is handicapped accessible)    
    Refurbished Cabins (Extra $25 for weekend; this amount can be split evenly among occupants) 
 _____Refurbished Founders Court 1-4 (queen size bed, futon) 
 _____Refurbished Founders Court 5-8 (1 queen, 1 bunk) 
 _____Refurbished Family Court  A (1 double, 1 bunk bed)  
 _____Refurbished Family Court  B, C (queen size bed, 2 bunks, 6 occupants)  
 _____Refurbished Family Court J, L, N (one double) 
 _____Refurbished Family Court K, M, O (2 bunks, sleeps 4) 
    Woodland Cottage (Extra $100 for the weekend per cottage; this amount can be split evenly among occupants) 
 _____Woodland Cottage 1 & 2 – New cottages with 1 double and 2 bunks 
OTHER PREFERENCES: Roommate ______________________  Church or Group__________________________ 
SPECIAL NEEDS:  ___ Wheelchair ___ Lower Bunk___ Hearing Impaired ___ Dietary (specify)      
        ___Other____________________________________________________________________________ 

Make checks payable (in U.S. funds only) to LWML Eastern District 2007 Retreat 
Please include a business size self-addressed stamped envelope with your deposit and registration form. 

 

Send your completed registration form to: 

Barb Williams, 6132 Prospect Street, Newfane, NY 14108 
Email: brwcpa421@aol.com  

***If you must cancel, a $20.00 non-refundable service charge per person will be made. 
***Cancellation for medical reasons will be reviewed based upon a written letter of notification to the district president. A re-
fund, less the non-refundable deposit, will be made. 
***A $15.00 charge will be assessed on all checks returned by the bank. 
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LWML Retreat Campership—Application 
 

Four full-time camperships are being offered for the Fall 2007 retreat to first-time attendees or for those individuals having 
financial need  If you have received a campership in the past you are no longer eligible.  The value of the campership is 
the full cost of the retreat at the full-time registration fee.  If you desire a campership and need only consideration for part-
time status, please indicate that in your application.  An impartial committee will select from those eligible campers who 
submit a timely application.  Notification will take place after the deadline date.  Don’t delay, act now! 
 

  Name           
 
  Address          
 
  City, State, Zip          
 
  E-mail           
 
  Zone     Church      

 
LWML  Member?  Yes  No 

 
Please write a brief narrative (50-100 words) on why you would like to attend the LWML Retreat. 

 

Attach your written statement to this application and mail by August 1, 2007 to: 
 

Mrs. Darlene Byrns 
1712 Blossom Rd. 

Rochester, NY  14610 
 

All recipients names will be kept strictly confidential 

ZONE AND SOCIETY PRESIDENTS/SECRETARIES/TREASURERS: 
Please be sure to notify ED LWML VP of Communications Kathi Rickus of any changes in officers 
(including addresses, phone number, e-mail, etc.) so the Eastern District Directory can be kept up-to-
date as much as humanly possible. You can e-mail such changes to her at RICK4219@aol.com (put 
LWML in subject line) or mail them to 250 Rogers Ave., Tonawanda, NY 14150.  Also, notify Kathi of 

any need to increase your Quarterly subscriptions which can be made any time during the year.  (Decreases can only be 
made once a year; next period will be during March 2008.) 
 

ARE YOUR QUARTERLIES SUBSCRIPTIONS PAID UP? 
If your society has not covered the cost of your Quarterly subscriptions for 2007-08, please try and 
do so before September 1.  Payment is to be sent to Financial Secretary Donna Coleman, 542 Burritt Rd., 
Hilton, NY 14468-9705.  Be sure to indicate on check “For Quarterlies.”  The subscription cost also includes 
funds to help with publication and mailing costs for the Eastern District LWML LINK newsletter, a copy of 
which is provided society presidents.  We are counting on society presidents to share items from the LINK 
with their members and to inform the congregation of LWML news through church bulletins and newslet-
ters.  Please especially publicize information about our upcoming Fall Women’s Retreat at Pioneer Camp, 
September 21-23.  Information about the retreat can be found elsewhere in the LINK. 

 

2007 LWML CONVENTION 
More than 5,000 women and men, including many from the Eastern District,  joined to ROCK! Rest On 
Christ the King at the 32nd Biennial LWML Convention in Sioux Falls, South Dakota from June 21-24. 
Highlights included adopting a $1.7 million mission goal, electing Jan Wendorf as the new LWML presi-
dent and celebrating the 65th anniversary of LWML.   More details will be coming in the next issue of the 
Link.   
 

LWML SUNDAY 2007 
The first Sunday in October is the day designated as LWML Sunday. The service is based on our conven-
tion theme “ROCK Rest On Christ The King”, based on Psalm 31:1-5 “In you, O Lord, I have taken refuge; 

let me never be put to shame; deliver me in your righteousness. Turn your ear to me, come quickly to my rescue; be my rock of refuge, 

a strong fortress to save me. Since you are my rock and my fortress, for the sake of your name lead and guide me.”  (Psalm 31:1-3) 

The author of this year’s service is Rev. Dr. Dale Meyer, who is presently serving as President of Concordia Seminary in 
St. Louis.  He was speaker on The Lutheran Hour and hosted the television show On Main Street. The materials have 
been sent out to churches and LWML Representatives.  This year there is also a CD available for purchase with the ser-
vice, sermon outline, children’s message and some other promotional material.  All materials need to be ordered by 
September 1, 2007.  If you have not received the materials call the LWML Office at 800-252-5965.  Encourage your Pas-
tor to work with you in having a great LWML Celebration.  This is a great opportunity to highlight the wonderful work of the 
LWML to those who are not familiar with it.    
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September 21  Board of Director’s Meeting 
   Camp Pioneer 
 

Sept. 21-23, 2007  Fall Retreat 
   Camp Pioneer 
    

October 7, 2007 LWML Sunday 
 

June 6-8, 2008  2008 District Convention 
   Rochester, NY 

EDITOR’S NEW E-MAIL ADDRESS 
Please note that the Editor has a new e-mail ad-
dress.   
The new address is Bevajw@roadrunner.com 
Please send all articles and information to me at 
that address.  Thank you.  Bev Wicher, Editor 

E-Mail  

Executive Committee 
President    
 Darlene Byrns, 1712 Blossom Road, Rochester, NY  14610-2319 

      585-288-5568     Darlene248@aol.com 

Vice President Communication 
 Katherine Rickus, 250 Rogers Avenue, Tonawanda, NY 14150 
 716-695-2959    Rick4219@aol.com 

Vice PresidentGospel Outreach/ Servant Resources  
 Rebecca  Bessell, 7048 Benedict Beach Road, Hamlin, NY 14464 

 585-964-7844     rlb54@rochester.rr.com 

Vice-President Christian Life/Human Care  
 Waneta Lingenfelter, 103 Windsor Street, Philipsburg, PA 16866 

 814-342-2715 Kenwan@adelphia.net 

Recording Secretary  
 Patricia Clark, 7293 State Route 13, Blossvale, NY 13308 
 315-762-5654    patsyclark@twcny.rr.com 

Financial Secretary  
 Donna Coleman, 542 Burritt Road, Hilton, NY 14468-9705 
 585-392-7491     dcoleman851@aol.com 

Treasurer   
 Kathy Pavelock, 8200 State Route 13, Blossvale, NY 13308 
 315-245-1590     kmpavelock@aol.com 

Senior Pastoral Counselor  
 Rev. Arthur Litke, 108 Arden Drive, Glenshaw, PA 15116-1697 
 412-486-5962 (home), 412-486-5777 (church)    jstaupitz@msn.com 

Junior Pastoral Counselor  
 Rev. Evan Gaertner, 736 Cayuga Drive , Niagara Falls, NY 14304 
 716-283-1843 (church)    TheRevEv@yahoo.com 

 

Appointed By the President 
Parliamentarian    
 Gretchen Putzman, 148 Heather Hill, West Seneca, NY 14224 

 716-674-8859 

2008 Convention Liaison  
 Barbara Williams, 6132 Prospect Street, Newfane, NY 14108-1313 
 716-778-8824    Brwcpa421@aol.com 

Planner  
 Karen Devan, 6438 Lake Shore S., Canastota, NY 13032 
 315-762-4222     DPDevan@aol.com 

 

Appointed By the Executive Committee 
Editor    
 Beverly Wicher, 150 Unionvale Road,  Cheektowaga, NY 14225 
 716-634-5898     Bevajw@roadrunner.com  

Public Relations Director  
 Martha McGlynn, 932 Bartram Avenue, Collingdale, PA 19023 

 610-586-3589     marthamurphy@verizon.net 

Archivist/Historian   
 Linda Bahr, 7638 Gifford Road, Rome, NY 13440 

 315-339-1979     lbahr@twcny.rr.com 

Stamps for Missions Coordinators   

 Deaconess Nancy Lingenfelter, 102 Timber Road,  

 Morrisdale, PA 16858-8730   

 814-345-5779    f-nlingenfelter@juno.com 
 

 Trudy Sallach, 5465 Patton Street, Erie, PA 16510 
 814-866-7662 
 

Appointed by Board of Directors 
Mission Advocacy & Grants Chair 
 Jackie Blank, 6830 E. Bethany-Leroy Townline Rd., 

 Stafford, NY 14143  585-768-6114   jblank@flmtgif.org 

Mission Advocay & Grants Co-Chair 
 Chris Gasslein, 316 Andrew Circle, Coatesville, PA 19320 

 610-384-6093    gassleinc@aol.com 

Christian Life Chair 
 Dana Smith, 8711 Lewis Pt. Rd., Canastota, NY 13032 

 315-697-9450    Bd8711@aol.com 

Structure Chair 
 Susan Bell, 814 Dover Court Pl., Downingtown, PA 19335 

 610-518-0681    susanbell557@comcast.net 

Human Care Chairman 
 Donna Tugend, RR 1, Box 139, Kingsley, PA  18826 

 570-434-2278    fss2278@nep.net 

Leader Development Chair 
 Beth Scholl, 1125 Vienna Rd., PO Box 459, Sylvan Beach, NY  13157 

 315-762-1403    gbds2000@yahoo.com 

 

Zone Presidents 

Anthracite Zone 
 Judy Grimm, 9 Glendale Dr., Mountain Top, PA 18707 570-403-6194 jacg715@ptd.net 

Buffalo Zone 
 Fern Suckow, 99 Rosemont Drive, Buffalo, NY 14226 716-833-0969 

Cattaraugus-AlleganyZone 
 Robin Swanson, RD 3, Sugar Grove , PA 16350 814-489-3411 tr72_go@hotmail.com 

Central New York North Zone 
 Bianca Brinck, PO Box 183, Sylvan Beach, NY 13157 315-672-8013 bsbrinck@juno.com 

Central New York South Zone 
 Marti Clark, 2Thresher Pl, Freeville, NY 13069 607-844-4685 rclar3@twcny.rr.com 

Genesee Zone 
 Kathy Ippolito, 45 Schoolhouse Rd., Rochester, NY 14618 585-46-3374  

         kippolit@rocester.rr.com  

Niagara Zone 
 Kathi Rickus, 250 Rogers Ave., Tonawando NY 14150 716-695-2959 RICK4219@aol.com 

Philadelphia Zone 
 Karen Rinne, 81 Oak Knoll Dr., Berwyn, PA 19312 610-889-0938 Bkrinne@verizon.net 

Pittsburgh Zone 
 Charlotte Nist, 1 Harvest Dr., Cranberry Township, PA 16066 724-776-2036  

          charlottenist@zoominternet.net 

STAMPS FOR MISSIONS 
Thank you to all of you who continue to save stamps for missions.  
We have a few reminder— 

∗ All stamps (not stamped envelopes—can be saved 

∗ Leave plenty of envelop around stamps when saving them for 
us.  Do not trim them too closely.  We will gladly trim them. 

∗ Remember—one pound of stamps is equivalent to one Bible, 
provided by the Canadian Bible Society. 

Stamps can be sent to Deaconess Nancy 
Lingenfelter or Trudy Sallach at the address to the 
left.   
God  bless you, one and all, for being a blessing to 
others by participating in “Stamps for Missions 
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TOGETHER IN PRAYER 

Don’t forget to join your National LWML Sisters 
“Together in Prayer Every Monday at Noon”.  Pray 
for our National LWML, Our Districts, Our Zones, 
Our Societies and our “Mites” and Mission Grants 

that they may be used to spread the Gospel of Christ 
throughout the World.  Each month there is a specific 
prayer emphasis listed on the National LWML Website at 
www.lwml.org and also in the LWML E-News. 

 

 

LWML Website—Don’t forget to check out the LWML 
Website at www.lwml.org for all the latest LWML news and 
updates.   

The new online store is now 
open for business! Order items 
from the new catalog directly 
online with your Credit Card!  
There are many new items 

available for purchase, including three new Mustard Seeds:  
“Begin With God”, “Living in Praise” and Walking with My 
Lord”.  Check it out. 

 
Limited-Time Gifting Opportunity to the LWML 

LWML has a wonderful opportunity for receiving extraordi-
nary gifts (up to $100,000) with the recent passage of the 
Pension Protection Act of 2006.  Many charities have 
worked hard for years to get this bill passed. 
Basically, this opportunity means that IRA holders who are 
70 1/2 and older can now use IRAs to make gifts to LWML 
without paying the income tax.  (However, the donor re-
ceives no income tax deduction)  This counts toward the 
donor’s required minimum distribution. 
The time period for completing these gifts is 2007 only.  
Special care is needed for making these gifts, so please 
seek a financial  professional for advice or call Pat Bilow, 
Gift Planning Counselor, LWML Gift Planning Services, at 
888/482-8425 for more details. 
 
 

Please send all news articles and 
information for publication to: 
 
 Beverly Wicher 
 150 Unionvale Road 
 Cheektowaga, NY 14225 
 
E-mail:   
bevajw@roadrunner.com 

 

The next deadline is September 1, 2007 
 

The Link is published four times each year. 

Deadlines to submit articles: 
March 1, June 1, September 1, December 1 

Next DeadlineNext DeadlineNext DeadlineNext Deadline    

New  
Online Store 

Open For Business 

 
 
 
 
 
Society Presidents and LWML Representatives:  If you are a society President or LWML contact person for your 
church, you are a very important person in our distribution of “The Link”. This is not intended to be just your personal 
copy.   You have been designated as our contact for your church.  Either copy this issue for your society members, 
post it at church, or glean items from it to submit articles for your congregation’s bulletin/newsletter and, above all, 
remember to inform your members at society meetings.  This is our only form of communication and we are 
counting on you to get the information out.  If you feel your copy should be sent to a different address, 
please inform the Editor so she can update her records.  Thank you for your help.   
 

 

Be a Good Steward and Help Us Share “The Link” 

WHAT’S GOING ON IN YOURWHAT’S GOING ON IN YOURWHAT’S GOING ON IN YOURWHAT’S GOING ON IN YOUR    
ZONE AND SOCIETIES???ZONE AND SOCIETIES???ZONE AND SOCIETIES???ZONE AND SOCIETIES???    

    
I know you all have great things going on in your Zones 
and Societies.  Do you have special Mission Projects you 
are working on locally or across the globe.  Do you have 
new ideas that bring your ladies together?  Did you have a 
great rally or workshop?  What are your ladies doing, how 
are you sharing the love of Christ with the world around 
you?  Share with us.  Send me a short description of what 
you are doing with pictures, if you have them.  I know we 
are all “Serving the Lord With Gladness” in many different 
ways and it’s always exciting to see how we are all work-
ing together to share the Gospel in our world.  You can 
contact me at the above address or e-mail.   
    Bev Wicher, Editor 

CHECK OUT OUR EASTERN DISTRICT WEBSITE 
Don’t forget to check out our website at  

www.east-dist-lwml.org 
 

The Link is now available on the website, check it out 
along with Mission Grant updates and all the latest 

Eastern District LWML News.. 
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Bev Wicher 
Eastern District LWML Editor 
150 Unionvale Rd. 
Cheektowaga, NY  14225 
E-mail Bevajw@adelphia.net 


